Special Need Problems

FINANCIAL HELP
Mark Furlong

From time to time, as group leaders, you will encounter people needing financial help.  Some people will directly ask you or a group member for money, others you will hear about from other group members.  Jesus did tell us to be generous and give to those who ask and 1 John tells us not to harden our hearts towards people in need.  However, 1 Thessalonians, tells us if a person does not work they should not eat and 1 Timothy gives pretty strict requirements for widows who should be added to a churches financial aid list.  So what do we do as group leaders?  Here are some recommended steps.

1. If you know the person, their faithfulness to God, their lifestyle, etc. and the problem they are facing, pray about taking an offering for them in your group.

· If the need is too large for a small group, talk to the pastor over your division to see about taking a one time offering from the entire division.

· Have the person talk to Gloria White (ext 2134), who oversees our benevolence ministries.

2. If the person is not in your group or you do not know the person or do not know them well:

· You have to pray and decide if you or someone in your group has the time to talk with them and discern if this is a problem your group can help with at this time.  Your group may have just helped someone and asking again would be too much or the person may just need some groceries or practical help around the house.  You have to know what your group can and cannot do.
· Unfortunately there are moochers and swindlers who take advantage of good hearted people, along with the truly needy.  We have to deal with reality, while keeping a generous heart.

· If you or a discerning person from your group do not have the time or energy to deal with it, send them to Gloria White (ext 2134) and she will let them know of other ministries, some of whom Grace supports financially, that are better set up to help with such issues.

3. Encourage everyone, especially those with one time or constant financial problems to take “Your Life Counts”, go to our budget seminar and take advantage of the excellent stewardship/financial ministries at the church and elsewhere.  It’s the old proven and true practice of “feeding them to fish, rather than just giving them a fish”.

We are to help one another, but unless the purpose of your group is stewardship and handling finances, taking on financial concerns of group members should be kept to a minimum.  Keep the main focus on what God has called your group to be and do.

